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MARTA ZUROWSKI LACHCIK
Marta Lachcik’s table tennis journey started in 1980 when her father, 
Kaz Zurowski, brought home a table for their new home.  After sav-
ing up her money, Marta bought her own first Stiga paddle.  Enclosed 
in the package was a brochure with information on local tournaments.  
Not wanting his daughter to fail, Kaz challenged Marta, “You can only 
enter into a tournament after you beat me in a game!”  After a year of 
hard training, in 1981, Marta defeated her dad and it all started.  At her 
first tournament in Fitchburg, MA in 1981 at the age of twelve, she 
won the women’s singles and junior’s singles and came in 5th overall.  
Little did she know that this was just the beginning.

Marta’s dedication led her to find clubs for practice - not an easy task 
since all of the clubs were an hour or more away.  She found that the 
best club for her was the Rhode Island club.  She trained three to four 
times each week, traveling to different clubs to get in all of the days.  
She played at RITTA and also sometimes at Waltham or MIT.  The 
training started to pay off.

In 1983, Marta played at the Florence, MA tournament and placed sec-
ond in the Women’s singles event.  She played in the Junior Olympics 
and won a gold and silver medal.  In 1985, whe won the New England 
championship, and afterwards received invitations to the Olympic Fes-
tivals which ran annually until 1993.  Over the years, she won numer-
ous medals; bronze in women’s, gold medals in teams, and silver and 
bronze medals for doubles and mixed doubles.  In 1986, Marta was 
invited to train at the Olympic Training Center in Colrado Springs.  
She was one of five females in the U.S. who were chosen.  Her best 
year was 1989 when she competed at the Olympic trials and made it to 
the final eight.  Her highest US ranking was No. 14.

Marta competed in the North American Collegiate Table Tennis Cham-
pionships representing Massachusetts College of Pharmacy.  In 1990, 
she placed 3rd and in 1991 she placed 2nd in women’s singles.

In 1992, Marta was the Rhode Island State Champion.  She remains the 
only female to have ever won the title.


