
RHODE ISLAND TABLE TENNIS
HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2019

XUE DI
Although he has a natural enthusiasm for 
table tennis and for life, Xue Di’s child-
hood was cast in shadow.  When he was 
nine, China’s Cultural Revolution began and 
the whole country experienced catastrophic 
change.  His parents divorced when he was 
eleven, and he lived alone for the next de-
cade in the hospital dormitory where his fa-
ther worked as a physician.  As a young teen, 
he met his father’s friends, Guo Zhonggong 
of the Chinese national table tennis team and 
former world champion Xu Shaofa.  Guo 
Zhonggong gave Xue Di a penhold racket 
made of his own shakehand racket, which he 
has kept to this day.  Guo Zhonggong would 
often play table tennis with him when he vis-
ited his father--that always attracted a lot of 
people.
 
Around this time, Xue Di entered the Youth 
Sports School to play table tennis but left 
voluntarily after two years, confused by the 
hardships of his personal life and the chaos 
of his country.  He found a volume of po-
etry by the Russian poet Alexander Pushkin 
that had been discarded in a dormitory cor-
ridor, as it was a crime to own even a mere 
collection of foreign poetry during this dark 
era.  Xue Di was deeply moved by Pushkin’s 
work and began to open up to the world of 
poetry.  He continued to play table tennis on 
behalf of his high school and also the Beijing 
Film Lighting Research Institute, where he 
worked as a technician.   
 
Following the June 4th, 1989 incident in 
Beijing, Xue Di accepted Brown Universi-
ty’s invitation to come to the United States 
in 1990 as a Visiting Fellow under Brown’s 
Freedom to Write Program.  Although this 
planetary relocation was rather abrupt and 
unexpected, Xue Di quickly integrated into 
American society, rapidly learning English 
and eagerly absorbing many different kinds 
of western cultural influences.  Xue Di has 
since traveled worldwide to participate in 
numerous literary events including Galway, 
Ireland, Québec City, Canada, Puerto Rico, 
Qinghai and Xian, China, Tibet, Taipei, Tai-
wan and Hong Kong.  National readings 
and residencies brought Xue Di to Hawaii, 

Seattle, Montana, New Mexico, Texas, Cali-
fornia, Florida, Michigan, Colorado, Utah, 
Washington, Maryland, Arkansas, New 
York, among other settings in New England.

Xue Di has a great love of poetry and has 
been writing nearly all his life.  He has pub-
lished four collections of Chinese poetry in 
mainland China and Taiwan and has written 
a book of criticism of Chinese contemporary 
avant-garde poetry.  He has published nine 
collections of poetry in English translation 
and his work has been translated into sev-
eral languages.  His collection of poems “An 
Ordinary Day” won the 2001 Jane Kenyon 
Chapbook Award.  Xue Di has been honored 
with a number of notable writing awards in-
cluding the Hellman/Hammett Award, the 
Artemis A. Joukowsky Fellowship, the In-
ternational Academy for Scholarship and the 
Arts Fellowship, and the Lannan Foundation 
Fellowship.  
  
In 1995, Xue Di was introduced to the Rhode 
Island chapter of the USATT through a friend 

and played spiritedly every week from there-
on after.   Xue Di has won the Rhode Island 
State Championship a record seven times 
(1996, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, and 
2014) and has been a member of the club’s 
Board of Directors.  He was invited to par-
ticipate in the World Scholar-Athlete Games 
four times and, in 2004, was inducted into 
the Rhode Island International Scholar-Ath-
lete Hall of Fame.  He represented Brown 
University in the National College Table 
Tennis League and became a U.S. citizen in 
2008.  In 2012, the Providence Journal fea-
tured Xue Di in a documentary entitled “Ta-
ble Tennis: Poet in Motion,” a unique fusion 
of his two great passions.  Currently, Xue Di 
works in Media Technology Services as a se-
nior technician at Brown University.  

The Rhode Island Table Tennis Association 
is proud to induct Xue Di into the Hall of 
Fame as the sole inductee in the Class of 
2019.


